PO-C12: Political Participation

Objectives: This course is a continuation of the study of power. Political action is seen as
integrally related to search for and justifications of power. Political socialization is the process
that shapes the durable set of attitudes and beliefs which affect nature and extent of participation.
Public opinion also shapes political activity. The course expects that students will go beyond the
study of routine participation and understand the relevance of collective action in the form of
social movements and/or collective violence.

1. Political Socialization and Political Culture:
a) Meaning
b) Socialization as reservoir of support
¢) Idea of civic culture

2. Public Opinion:
a) Meaning and relation with political culture
b) Media and Public Opinion

3. Routine Political participation:
a) Costs and Benefits of political participation
b) Determinants of political participation

4. Women and Politics:
a) Extent of women’s participation
b) Measures for ensuring fair participation of women in politics

5. Social Movements:
a) Meanings
b) Typologies
c¢) New Social Movements

6. Collective Violence:
a) Violence as participation
b) Forms of collective violence
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